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Between The Lines > 


The Temple Of ^ 
Understanding 

By Edith Kermit Roosevelt 


Vnwrappiitg her gauzy veils a "White Madonna” 
danced on the podium. She symbolized "Christianity” 
Or the "Mother of the World encompassing forms of the 
creative feminine spirit which has unfolded over cen¬ 
turies from Egypt, Babylonia, China and Europe,” said 
a program distributed at the Temple of Understanding's 
benefit dinner. 


The dinner, held Oct. 12 at 
the Waldorf Astoria, featured 
this dramatic skit on "Chris¬ 
tianity” and live other skits on 
the major faiths to commemo¬ 
rate the gS.OOO.OOO Temple to 
be built on 50 acres by the 
Potomac River, Washington, D. 
C. 

The Temple brochure de¬ 
scribes the edifice as a "Spirit¬ 
ual United Nations" designed 
to fulfill the rituals of the six 
nr.ajor faiths and replace "na¬ 
tionalist limitations” with "uni¬ 
versal understanding” for "citi- 
tens of the world!" 

• • • 

PUBLICISTS for this tax-ex¬ 
empt "Project Understanding" 
claim support from the "pen¬ 
nies donated by hairdressers, 
taxicab drivers and workers all 
over the world." But judging 
from the Tehiple's printed list 
of sponsors it can count on 
more influential backing. For 
Instance; 

John D. Rockefeller IV, So¬ 
cialist leader Norman Thomas, 
Rt. Rev. James A. Pike of San 
Francisco, Cary Grant, Defense 
Secretary Robert S. McNamara, 
a founding member of the Fund 
for the Republic’s (>nter for 
Democratic Institutions; mili¬ 
tant pacifist and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Philip Noel Baker; 
Holland D. Roberts of the Aca¬ 
demic Freedom Committee, a! 
former head of the Communist 


party’s California Labor School 
who was identified as a “party 
member” at a Jan. 22, 1956 
hearing of the Subversive Ac¬ 
tivities Control Board; U. Alex 
is Johnson, deputy undersecre- 
tai^ of state for political af¬ 
fairs; Sen. Kenneth B. Keating 
(R-N.Y.), Prof. Pitirim A. Soro 
kin, director of Harvard Uni¬ 
versity’s Research Center for 
Creative Altruism and Brooks 
Hays, special assistant to Pres¬ 
ident Kennedy. 

• • • 

I AT THE WALDORPS Star¬ 
light Roof I heard Mrs. Dick- 
erman Hollister, president of 
the Temple of Understanding 
(P. 0. Box 191, Greenwich. 
Conn.), address some 500 UN 
delegates and socialites. In a 
voice choked with fervor, she 
said; 

“We are seeding an idea to 
create a global symbol of the 
world.” 

Then she struck with a wand 
an egg held aloft by a child. 
Out popped a "magic" golden 
tree with six branches on ei¬ 
ther side. 

• « • 

THE SYMBOLISM is not sur¬ 
prising in view of the mystic 
appeal of the intemationallst 
dream. For example, one of 
the Temple sponsors is Roland 
Gammon, former director of 
the Laymen’s Movement, World 
Parliament of ReUgiona.' ’This 
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international, non ■ sectarian ! consists of a training corps of 

iepsiators who meet regularly 
with their Communist “count¬ 
erparts"’ to set up world parlia¬ 
mentary government. 


group of big businessmen, psy¬ 
chiatrists and other profession- 
ai men meet in the seclusion 
of Wainwright House, Milton 
Point, Rye, N. Y., to study sci¬ 
entific mind control. 


WHILE SOME PEOPLE may 


I secured the texts of some 'dismiss these humanistic tem- 
jof the Wainwright House sem- I pies as another example of 
Inars which tfeat of such top- | “goofy" internationalism, apol- 
ics as clairyoyance, "auto- .ogists for Moscow view them 
“ballucina- as a serious component in their 
tions, religion as part of an Idrive to promote the “Social 


enlarged science” and “the psy¬ 
chic content of the alchemical 
! symbols” 

I According to this year’s 
Sept.-Oct, issue of the Lay¬ 
men's Review published at 

Wainwright House, the Move- ,, ui t. j . ■ 

ment “s^arheaded" the estab- Published April 

Ushment of the UN Medita- i"- Ih^y are. 

! tions Room which happens to 


'Gospel." 

' • • • 

TWO TEMPLE sponsors are 
j included in the Senate inter¬ 
nal Security's “list of the most 
[typical sponsors of front or- 


contain some of those “alchem¬ 
ical symbols " 


1. Jerome Davis. New Haven, 

I Conn., educator who heads Pro¬ 
moting Enduring Peace, a 
group whose literature is dis- 
- - - jlributed by the Arcane School 

[(operated by the tax-exempt 
THE L'.N MEDITATION I 'non-politicai” Lucis Trust on 
Room mural is divided into 72 the 32nd and 33rd floors of U 
separate sections—the tetrag- W. 42nd St.. N. Y.) The inter¬ 
gram.' on or Divine Name of national Lucis Trust network, 
72 w .ds. It depicts triangles which has sulistantial financial 
and pyramids representing backing, regularly holds “Full 
“the deity" in •vconiance with ■ Moon Meditation Meetings" at 
thg ancient Babylonian sym-jthe Carnegie Endowment for 
bols. Also a part of this mur-.International Peace to promote 
al is a spiral figure intertwin-[UNESCO and the “New World 
ing with a diagonal line which Religion.” 
may represent Hermes’ wand, 2. Prof. Kirtley Mather of 
the Cadeuces, traditional aym-jthp Geologic Museum, Lam- 
bol of the sex forces or Kunda- j bridge. Mass. who has served 
lini. 


on a 4-man panel evaluating 
The mural’s center sphere " physical research” at Wain- 
and outer circle roughly form ,wright House. 

an eye. The "all seeing eye” of _*„.*. 

the deity thenje is to re re-' ANOTHER TEMPLE backer 
peated in the Temple building is Rev. Ue H. Ball, executive 
by a glass eye faceted like aiSferetary of the Methodist 
diamond to reflect the rays of If'ederation for Social Adion, 
the sun through the six wings, i®” organization cited as a front 
, , , I by the Senate Internal Securi- 

_. . ty Subcommittee on April 23, 

IT IS INTERES’n.’VG to note i/ggg q„ jyjy 7 1953 ggn Git- 
that the Inter^rliamentaiy ||p^. former secretary of the 
Union Temple of Understand- Communist party, testified un- 
ing sponsor Sen. Keating is'gpr oath that Ball was one of 
IPU secretary—adopted a few | “the principal individuals in¬ 
weeks ago as its emblem; ‘A ygived in the Communist con- 
Templc of Law with six col-|spiracy to subvert the church 
umns for the six continents to [for Communist purposes.” 
show the^ Universality of the | shouldn’t they add the ham¬ 
mer and sickle symbol to the 


Union" The IPU, which has 


been financed in part by the g “MediUtion Room” 
Ux-cxempt Carnegie Endow- the new Washington 

ment for International Peace. Tgjnple? 

[Permission granted to reprint by Edith Kermit Roosevelt Syndicate 
Suite N 824, 800 Fourth St., S.W., Washington 24, D.C.] 
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